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Greetings, Master Naturalists!

Calendar Quick View
Iflhad t o pick the busiest month

be April. All of nature is finally awakening after a long
winter, many birds and butterflies are migrating back to

Apr 3 SLAMN General Meeting
Apr 4 Louisiana Iris Tuten Park
April 6, LDWF Family Fishing Day

our area after spending the last 4 -5 months in the .

tropi d th ther is finallv ni hf at Lacassine Pool

ropics, and the weather is finally ni ce enough for even April 2629 City Nature Challenge
Fhe most casual naturalists to spen.d. quality tlme outside Apr 13SLAMN @ndidate Workshop
in nature. On top of all of that, families and friends are May 4 SLAMN @ndidate Workshop
hosting outdoor gatherings to take advantage of the May 18SLAMN @ndidate Workshop

nice weather, and Easter/spring break is coming up.

Withallthe acti vities going on,
City Nature Challenge on April 26 i 29! That weekend,
also the weekend after spring break, will be the most
exciting weekend to be a naturalist and to use

iNaturalist. The City Nature Challenge is a competition
between cities worldwide to see which city has the most
nature (and by that the most dedicated iNaturalists).

Our area is comprised of the 6 parish Southwest
Louisiana area (Vernon, Beauregard, Allen, Jeff Davis,
Calcasieu, and Cameron).
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He r e 6 you mekd to do to participate in the City Nature Challenge:

1. photograph (or record audio) wild organisms in our area
2. identify them the best you can
3. upload them to iNaturalist

Then naturalists from everywhere will work diligently to identify your observat ions by
the end of that week when the announcements will be made. Last year, Southwest

Louisiana ranked 37th in observations, 27th in species, and 44th in observers out of

68 cities. This year over 160 cities on 6 continents will be participating, includ ing
New Orleans! There will be a few master naturalist meetups across our area for the

City Nature Challenge, including one at Wolf Rock Cave in Vernon Parish, and

evening nature walks at Riverside Park and Tuten Park. Others may be more

impromptu and bi  rd banding may also take place at Sam Houston Jones State Park.

At its heart, the City Nature Challenge is about each person taking part in going out

and observing the natwural world, so web6re fo
out on your own, with a friend, or even while youbre at
festival and finding nature to contribute to the effort. Each year, the City Nature

Chall enge has provided a snapshot of the wor
everyone in our chapter to sp read the word and to participate so that Southwest
Louisianads biodiversity is represented!
Thanks,

Irvin Louque

April 26-29

Nature

Challenge
2019

City “"g
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Upcoming Meeting Location and Date
April 3, 2019 Tuten Park at 6:00 P.M.

President: Irvin Louque
Vice-President:

Tommy Hillman
Treasurer: Clay Ardoin
Secretary: Barbara Morris
At-large Board Members:
Chuck Bataglia,

David Booth,

Theresa Cross,

Robby Maxwell

Reminder: SLAMN yearl
membership $15.00.
Mail your dues to:

Clay Ardoin
SLAMN Treasurer
227 Fallis Rd.
Lafavette, LA 70507

TRACKIT
FORWARD

Login your volunteer and

continuing education hours

usingTracklt Forward

Setup your account and start
logging in your SLAMN CE&\V

hours.

Accesslrack It Forwardbn
the SLAMN website:

https://www.swlamasternat

uralists.org/

All members are invited to attend.

Board Meeting March 7, 201Meeting Highlights

Committee Reports

Course
There are currently 11 people enrolled in the SLAMN course.

Volunteer and Promotions
Garden Festival booth setup by Arlene Cain and Linda Wygoda. t&@n8&in has volunteers
lined up

Publications Continue to send pictures and articles to Arlene for the newsletter.

New Business
Robby MaxwellApril 6, LDWF will be hosting a Family Fishing Day at Lacassine Pool. Robby M
will send out an emailsking for volunteers.

Barbara Morrisbrought up a discussion on making a display board for the presentation table.
would highlight different topics. Cutouts would be changeable. It was suggested that an em
asking for a volunteer be sent out.

Upcoming Events

City Nature Challenge April 2629 Lafayette, New Orleans, and Alexandria i
participating. Let Irvin know if you have any ideas about getting the public involvec
SLAMN members are asked to volunteer for this event.

SLAMN Chapter Meting Wednesday April 3, 2019
Dr. Jay Huner will present information about crawfish and the impact of crawfish
farming on the bird communities of SWLA

Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists Chapter meetings are held quarter!
on the first Wednesday of th month at Tuten Park at 6:00 p.m. unless
otherwise noted.

Chapter tentative meeting dates for 2019: October 2.



https://www.swlamasternaturalists.org/
https://www.swlamasternaturalists.org/
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February 2% Spring Field Trip by Barbara Morris

On February 27 a group of volunteersvent to the Booker Fowler fish
hatchery in Pollock, LAOur volunteer role at the event was to escort schoc
groups around the facility. The students are there to learn more about
Paddlefish and to collect the Paddlefish eggs that they will raise in the
schools. The fingerling fish will be released into a nearby river, helping tc
maintain their population.

We witnessed dissection, learned to age fish, saw the Bass fingerling prc
observed the Paddlefish swimming in tanks, and the collection and
BOOKER FOWLER fertilization of the eggs. We also saw Robby Maxwell at work. It was a ve
l' interesting day.

FISH I’l’/i ﬂERY

~ Z e,

Thanks tdBrittany Manuel, Julie Amy, Chet St Romain, Clay Ardoin, Barbi
Morris, andBette Talbotfor volunteering.

March 2223, 2019 SLAMN at the Southwest Louisiana Garden Festival

A big shout out taChet St. Romaiffor hisgreat work organizing volunteers for the SLAMN booth at the
Southwest Louisiana Garden Festival. Many of our members helped out at our booth talking to Garden
Festival participants about our organization. We have a nice list of potential candidatbs foext
Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists program. A great thanks to SLIABIN memberthat helped

out at the booth.

We want to give a very special thanks to Congratulations to our Gden Festival raffle
Dea Manueffor donating a beautiful garder prize winnerDeborah Bertrand
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MEDIA CONTACTS:
Irvin Louque, irvinlouque@gmail.com, (225)ZD00

“CITIZEN AND COMMUNITY SCIENAGRSSS THE GLOBE COMPETE IN
CITY NATURE CHALLENGE APRS, 2619

Fourth annual challenge grows to over 150 participating cities on six continents; results
announced on May 6.

Lake Charles (March 3@)As citizen and community science initiatives thumlomentum around the world,
0KA&a &SI ND ity NeuueNIhlendes ¢xgznd to more than 150 cities across six continents.
Kicking off April 26 at 12:01 am in each time zone, the Challengethoough April 29, 11:59 pm. The

global event calls on current and aspiring citizen scientists, nature and science fans, and people of all ages
and education backgrounds tbserve and submit pictures of wild plants, animals, and fungi using the free
mobile appiNaturalist Identification of photographed species will be crowdsourced through the online
community April 3G; May 5 and results will be announced on May 6.

Nature exists in every city, and one of thest ways to study it is by connecting scientists and the

community through citizen science. As global human populations become increasingly concentrated in
OAOASAT AGQa Y2NB AYLRNIFYyd GKFYy S@SNI (2 plaeasOdzy Sy
and wildlife. Large pools of data built througthaturalist natural history museums, and science

organizations help authorities make informed conservation decisions that allow humans to coexist
sustairably with the plants and animals in their neighborhoods.

After launching the firsever City Nature Challenge in 2016, the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles

[ 2dzyié@ oblav FYR {Iy CNIyOAao2Qa /It AF2NIAI ! OF F
much larget ST ¥ 2 NIl @ [ Hay dhallen§e inviled U. S padi@pants in 68 cities to observe and

submit pictures of wildlife they encountered using iNaturalist. Participants added over 400,000
observations of nature to iNaturalist, and scietgisontinue to use these data to understand and conserve
urban wildlife.

This year, the Challenge is expanding, and organizers estimate that 750,000 observations will be made by
over 25,000 people in over 150 participating citiésr both budding and vetan citizen scientists,
participating is easy:

1. Find wildlife. It can be any wild plant, animal, fungi, slime mold, or any other evidence of life (scat,
fur, tracks, shells, carcasses!) found in your participating city.

2. Take pictures of what you find ugifNaturalist

3. Learn more as your observations get identified!



http://citynaturechallenge.org/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
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{OASylGrata OlFlyQil 0S SOSNEGKSNE G 2yO0Ss a2 6AlKz
finds. During the 2018 City Nature dbabe, an observation of a hammerd worm in the San Francisco

Bay Area marked the firgtver recording of this species, which is native to Asia, in the U.S. In central Texas,
the bracted twistflower a candidate for federal protectianbloomed in deep purie hues across its only
1y26y K2YS Ay (GKS 9RgFNRa tflF{iStdzp LYy 1 2y3 Y2y 3>
YEYS o1 2y3 Y2y3a (GNryatladSa (2 aaoOSapundamtrde hadd 2 NE 0
declined across its native ramgAnd the observation of an endangered songbird flitting through swamps
outside of Bogoté, Colombia renewed hope for the future of this rare bird. Many other endangered,
endemic, or data deficient species were recorded during the City Nature Challengefltix of

information gives scientists, educators, urban planners, and policymakers insight into the biodiversity of
urban locales throughout the world.

More Information and Education Toolkit
Visitcitynaturechallenge.com

iNaturalist
Signing up is easy and free. Vigdturalist.orgfrom your browser, or download iNaturalist from tiAgple
App Storeor Google Plagtore.

Social Media
#CityNatureChallenge
Twitter handle:@citnatchalleige



http://citynaturechallenge.org/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inaturalist/id421397028?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.inaturalist.android
https://twitter.com/citnatchallenge
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March 1517, 2019 Louisiana Master Naturalists Association Annual Rendezvous

Louisiana Master Naturalists held its annual Rendezvobsmihinebleau State Park, Mandeville, Louisiana. The
wSYRST 92dzaQ LINRGARS |y 2 LI Nilmerfdnd gieeth@getitoki®owW thér felow | O
Louisiana Master Naturalists. Members have an opportunity to volunteer, learn from elaeh ahd earn continuing
education credit.

Attending the LMNA Rendezvousy SLAMN Master Naturalists Candidate Martha Hoag

As a newcomer to the SLAMN program, | really enjoyed the LMNA Rendezvous weekend and the opportunity 1
time withsomanyknov SR3ISI 6f S 1LIS2LX S K2 @gSNB SFHISNI G2 &KIN
enthusiasm was contagious. The weather was cold and wet, and put a damper on the opportunity for nature ws
but fortunately Saturday afternoon and evening ditbal for some interesting outing®uring a walk wittDr. Charles
Allen, we had the amazing experience of watching a Pileated woodpecker dive bomb us as he flew right over o
heads into a dead tree where he quickly ducked right into a hollowed out amasla beautiful sightThe night hike
with Bob Thomas and Amieveled a variety of amazing night life that included observing frogdage. It was
niceto see such a large group of folks conserving resources by bringing and washing their own dirirlesoate
definitely participate in thisype of event again next year. Hope to see you all there next year!

Attending the LMNA Rendezvousy SLAMN Master Naturalists CandidabebbieDavis

I love our parks and have always loved to explore outdobisved the natire surrounding Fontainebleau StatarR
Our great state is ricinatural resources, plants, and wildliféou can tell the love of nature was shared by ldrge
group of participants of various ageo attended the LMNA Rendezvalis | £ 1 K2 dz3K a2 GKSNJ b
cooperative, no one felt like spending all theime indoors except for the indoor classeRhe evening activities still
took place except for the campfire and that was duedim. Food was catered and greaiVe hadgreat

presenters! One could telby their enthusiamhow well they loved what they do. The campground was cotabde
which is where Marth&doag and | stayed (camper). | would certainly recommend all members to attend the next
wSYRST @2dza y2 YIGGESNI 6KSNB AGQa KStRO®

Photos by Martha Hoag
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Continuing Education Opportunities Back

Bird banding at Sam Houston Jones State Park WY
Louisiana Bird Observatory Bird Banding %/ N §

Irvin Louqueholdsbird banding activities at Sarouston Jones
Park onSaturdays. Volunteers are welcome! Learn how teuget
mist nets, age birds, and collect important data for conservation
.~ efforts. Please check with Irvin for dates and tinfsyone

. interested is encouraged to contakvin Louquehrough email or
phone(225)2060400irvinlougue@gmail.com

9FNY [/ 2YylGAydzZAiy3d 9RdzOF A2y ONBRAGO®D | 2 YLI S
use this popular citizen science bird reporting tool.

TheCornellL B eBird Essential&ree online course
Bird Academy https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/product/ebird-essentials/

Bird Academy

JEOS | ARTICLES | LIVE EVENTS SIGh

Discover how eBird can support your passion for

birds and how your participation can help us fsett
understand them. Birder, bird watcher, or bird

f 20SNE A G 1R Sdurgedsifor you. G G S NJ
eBird Essentials  VVether you watch birds at your feeder or on the

way to work, or travel miles for that one bird you
OFyQl sl Al G2 &aSSzE S. ANR

This free course gdées you through how to get the most out of your eBirding experiences
and invites you to become a part of this worldwide project.



https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/product/ebird-essentials/
mailto:irvinlouque@gmail.com
https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/product/ebird-essentials/
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Volunteer Opportunities ack

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services Southwest Louisiana NWR Complex
https://www.fws.gov/swlarefugecomplex/volunteers.htmi

Volunteers and student interns provide much needed assistance with refuge projects. They are often able to
complete work that the refuge would be unable to do. The hours, work assignments, et cetera are tailored to 1
the needs of both theefuge and the volunteer or internRefuge housing may be available to qualified interns an
volunteers. Volunteer projects include conducting biological surveys, providing clerical assistance in the office
general maintenance of facilities and equipmgplhotography and art work, habitat restoration activities, and
environmental education just to name a few.

Please contact the SW LA refuge complex headquarters for additional information

SW LA NWR Complex Headquarters

Attn: Diane BorderBilliot Volunteer Coordinator] 428 Hwy. 27, Bell City, LA 70638/-598-2216

Volunteers Needed: Cameron Prairie NWR Family Fishing Day

Saturday April 6, 2019, 9:00 agq11:00 pm

We are looking for volunteers to helfcvery year, as a joint effort of USFWS and LDWF, Cameroga Prairi
opens up a couple of fishing ponds for one day to the public to provide fishing opportunity which is very
friendly, enjoyable, and educationdlhere are all kinds of tasks that you can help with if you don't want to
the fishing part of it, but welso need people to simply walk around and help people get fish off of hooks.
Saturday 4/6/19 with backup date of 4/13 in case of rain, time: 9:0@¢ 490 pm

Location: Cameron Prairie National Wildlife Refugends directly past the Headquarters

Cortact: Robby Maxwell, (512) 656155,rmaxwell@wlf.la.gov

Louisiana Iris Citizen Science Projedilelp preserve our native irises
http://www.louisianairisgnois.com/CitizenScience/index.html

GNOIS Louisiana
Iris Location Citizen
Science Project 2019

Instructions:

. Download Ramblr app.

. Create a user id and
password.

. Turn on the app when you are
driving to search for iris.

. Bring a measuring device — at
least 3". Wooden ruler or
tape. Where possible use the
ruler to measure the height of
the whole iris (pic #1) and the
spread of the falls and
standards (pic #2)

. Take photos in the app, three when possible.
#1. Photo of the whole iris (side view) — from ground up
#2 Close-up photo of the flower from the top.
#3 Close-up photo of the flower from the side.

. Voice record observations, if you want, on ramblr.



https://www.fws.gov/swlarefugecomplex/volunteers.html
mailto:Diane%20Borden-Billiot/R4/FWS/DOI
mailto:rmaxwell@wlf.la.gov%C2%A0
http://www.louisianairisgnois.com/CitizenScience/index.html
http://www.louisianairisgnois.com/CitizenScience/index.html
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Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers needed for Louisiana Amphibian Monitoring Program LAMP

This project monitorshe location and activity of frogs in the Southwest Louisiana area. There are several
routes that need volunteers to monitor frogs. This is a very worthwhile research program. Volunteers will
make a valuable contribution to the understanding of amphibi@ansouisiana If you are interested in
volunteering or would simply like more information contact Clay Argardoin@infolinkusa.com

Monitoring routes in Calcasieu, Camerongdalefferson Davis parishes:

Route Number Route Name Parish Started Last Run
0115 Little Chenier Cameron 1998 2002
0314 Holly Beach Cameron 1997 2004
0215 Headquarter Canal Cameron 1998 2006
0515 Price Lake Cameron 1998 2006
0315 Lake Fourteen Cameron 1998 2011
0109 Big Woods Calcasieu 1997 2015
0409 Hecker Calcasieu 1997 2015
0209 Le Bleu Calcasieu 1997 2015
0510 Jennings Jefferson Davis 1997 2016
Route Status as of January 13, 2003
WESTCARROL Route Mo, Route Name Route No, unte Name_
a3 UNION MOREHOUSE géég ;ltile Chenier
£ BOSSIER LAIBORM & 0204 0204 Horzeshoe Lake
~ 0207 otis
e v -
S 0211 MecManus
MADISON 021z ]
e ©0303 0215 Hesdquater Canal
: " Rl R
ko 0310 Prairie Laurent
[ 403" ©050 Y ggié Eal,lou Sorrel
I 2.3 L aranger
ALDIELL D104 Tenzas o514 Holly Beach
0116 wWine Bayou 0315 Lake Fourteen
P o118 Phoenis EYS Belle River
0306 Anacoco 0409 Hecker
0315 Boothuille o410 Egan
o404 il Haven 0411 Brannon
0407 Antonia 041z Waodland
0418 Venice o502 Karan
o507 Bayou Funny Louis 0504 Monticello
o518 Wiolet 0509 De Quincy
010z Ry 0510 Jennings
0106 Pickering 0511 Bayou Jack
0109 Big Woods 051z Blond
o110 Rayne 0515 Price Lake
0111 Palrmetta 0516 Charentan
0112 Tiger Bend Road
a1z 0207 Route No.
20211 — LAI_VIP Region Border
EAST FELICIANS unon Parish
ET. HELE|
ST. LANDRYPDINTE CoUped AST BATOM ] Route Status
- o £ LviNesTo [CINot Established
o A M Established
#021Q M Active
- JacobyCarter PhD., Research

Ecologist
US Geological Survey, Wetland
and Aquatic Research Center
700 Cajundome Blvd., Lafayette
LA 70506, USA
phone: 337266-8620,
email: carterj@usgs.

Not Established: Route not set up.
Established: Route set up but nobody is running it.
Active: Somebody is running that route.

ov
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mailto:cardoin@infolink-usa.com
mailto:carterj@usgs.gov
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iNatural i st . orgdés Jour nal

htt ps://www.inaturalist.org/blog
Check out the AObservat.

iNaturalist Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists Project

Observation of the Month by Adrienne Edwards
SubtribeSpilosominaA member ofTiger MothsTribe Arctiini

Add your observations to the Southwest Louisiana master Naturalists Pi
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/southwdsetiisianamasternaturalists

Join the Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists project.
Add your observations and photos to our group project.
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/southwest -louisianamaster-naturalists

11


https://www.inaturalist.org/blog
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/southwest-louisiana-master-naturalists































