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In This Issue: 

Presidentôs Note: 

Greetings, Master Naturalists!   

Several years ago while on a safari in Botswana, I 

(along with everyone in our group from Louisiana) had 

an absolute blast.  It was like a scene on the Discovery 

Channel.  Elephants, hippos, crocodiles, antelope, and 

giraffes were everywhere.  We even found a leopard 

who wanted nothing to do with the sudden attention we 

gave her.  What most of the documentaries donôt show 

is the diversity and multitudes of birds and reptiles in 

Southern Africa! They are everywhere!  While 

everybody enjoyed the megafauna, I helped draw their 

attention to some of the smaller animals and the birds, 

such as Pied Kingfishers, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, 

Jamesonôs Firefinch, and many Red-billed Hornbills 

(Zazu from The Lion King).  Several people from that 

trip were appreciative that Iôd pointed out the little 

things that they would have missed otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

Calendar Quick View 

Feb 3 SLAMN Candidate Workshop 

Feb 17 SLAMN Candidate Workshop 

Mar 3 SLAMN Candidate Workshop 

Mar 3 Rockefeller bird trail 

Mar 17 SLAMN Candidate Workshop 

Mar 24 SLAMN Candidate Workshop 

Apr 4: SLAMN Meeting 

Apr 6: LMNA Annual Rendezvous 

 

 

 

 

Green Anole 
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The SWLA Master Naturalist Program focuses on so many aspects of the natural 

world, both well-known and little-known taxa.  Our publications and field trips have a 

wide focus so that everyone in our chapter (and outside naturalists) find something 

interesting, and maybe be introduced to something new.   

 

With that in mind, this year Iôll write some articles for Nature Notes about species I 

feel are a little underappreciated. I encourage yôall (our certified master naturalists) to 

write some articles for Nature Notes about an organism or habitat youôre passionate 

about.  Letôs learn from one another! 

Irvin Louque 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Note:                                                                                                               Back 

Blue-headed Vireo 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Gulf Coast Toad 
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Meeting Notes                                                                                                                   Back 

President: Irvin Louque 

Vice-President: Tommy Hillman 

Treasurer: Robby Maxwell 

Secretary: Barbara Morris 

At-large Board Members:  

Chuck Battaglia,  

David Booth,  

Theresa Cross,  

Brian Sean Early,  

Lori McGee 

Upcoming Meeting Location and Date 

Tuten Park, April 4 th 2018 at 5:30 P.M. 

All members are invited to attend. 

January Meeting Highlights 

Amazon Smile account was set up for funding SLAMN.  The link is on the SLAMN website.  You are 
encouraged to use this link when buying from Amazon.   0.5% of the purchase price goes to the organization. 
  
Edith Holland raised $51.84 with a birthday fundraiser.  Thanks to Edith.  
 Taxable Donation forms will be available for donations of materials or money to the club. 
 
Committee Reports 
 

Course Planning Committee:  Irvin Louque, The dates and topics are planned and on the website.  We 
have 13 people registered so far.  The first class is January 20th at Tuten Park.  You are encouraged to 
attend. 

 
Promotions Committee:    We will have a table promoting Master Naturalist at the Tuten Park Arbor Day 
on January 27th.  We will also have a table promoting iNaturalist App and the City Nature Challenge. 

 
Volunteer Committee:  Volunteers are needed on January 27th at Tuten Park to man the SLAMN table 
and the iNaturalist Table.  Please contact Irvin, Tom, or David if you are able to help. 

Saturday Jan 13th, Irvin will be banding birds at Sam Houston Park 
Saturday March 3rd, Volunteers are needed at the Rockefeller Refuge to build a birding trail.  
Email William.degravelles@tnc.org if you are interested in helping. 

 
Publications Committee:  Arlene Cain thanked everyone for the articles and pictures.  She said to be sure 
and send her dates of upcoming events.  The next newsletter will go out in February. 

 
Rendezvous 2018 The theme is LOUISIANA A NATURALIST PARADISE.  It will be a celebration of all areas of LA.  
Each chapter is asked to present information about the habitat/species unique to their area.  Registration will 
start soon.  There are only 162 spots available and each Chapter has been assigned a number of spots.  Let 
Irvin know if you are planning to attend Rendezvous.  Day trips are also allowed.  Let Irvin know if you have an 
ideas for a presentation from our group. 
 
City Nature Challenge:   The website is up and running for more information.  Get the word out. 
Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalist Facebook group page is now open to outsiders.  Be sure to like this 
page and share with friends.    
 
Guest Speaker:  Dan Guillory gave an interesting presentation about working at a National Park.  He worked at 
the Rocky Mountain NP in Colorado as a Visitor Ranger.  He said the best way to get a paying job is to go 
through USAjobs.gov website.  Xanterra is the company that hires for the hotels and restaurant staff.   
 

Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists Chapter meetings are held quarterly on the 
first Wednesday of the month at Tuten Park at 5:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
Chapter tentative meeting dates for 2018:  April 4, and October 3 

 

 

Check the SLAMN Website for 

documents to record your 

continuing education and 

volunteer hours.  

http://www.swlamasternaturalists

.org/nature-notes--docs.html  

Send the completed forms to: 

Robby Maxwell SLAMN Treasurer 

20333 Bourque Rd. 

Iowa, LA 70647 

 

Reminder:  SLAMN yearly membership $15.00.   

Mail your dues to: 

Robby Maxwell SLAMN Treasurer 

20333 Bourque Rd. 

Iowa, LA 70647 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:William.degravelles@tnc.org
http://www.swlamasternaturalists.org/nature-notes--docs.html
http://www.swlamasternaturalists.org/nature-notes--docs.html
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 SLAMN Winter Field Trip January 6, 2018 ς by Barbara Morris 
 

Winter cold keeps us indoors with warm fires and hot chocolate.   Saturday, January 

6th, 2018, the sun was rising on a blue bird sky.  Perfect for a field trip.  We started 

the day at Tuten Park where we weeded and prepared the Master Naturalist Boxes 

for planting.  Be on the lookout for planting dates.   

 

As the sun warmed the morning we loaded into cars and headed east.  Our first stop 

was the Lacassine Wildlife Drive on the Lacassine NWR.  This is a 3-mile drive around 

the Lacassine Pool.  We were able to stay warm in the cars, getting down at 

designated spots to view wildlife.  Deborah Frank led us to the cool birding stops 

around the loop. We spotted alligators, nutria, geese, egrets, herons, Ibis, warblers, 

and more birds.  Robby Maxwell led a discussion about salvia which was visible at 

the launch.   Atticus MaxwellΣ wƻōōȅΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ located bird parts that were left behind 

by a raptor.  All in all, it was a very exciting drive. 

 

Blue-winged Teal American Otter 

Yellow-rumped Warbler  

 

 

Local News:                                                                                                                         Back 
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But enough looking at birds, time for lunch!  We continued east 

to Lake Arthur where on the banks of the beautiful Lake Arthur is 

the Regatta Restaurant.  They have a patio overlooking the water 

with a lovely view of the winter shoreline.  We enjoyed good 

company and good food. 

 

Hope you can make it next time!   

 

Those in attendance:  Irvin Louque, Brittany Manuel and cousin 

Tara, Robby and Dani Maxwell, Atticus Maxwell, Linda and Bill 

Kalb, Deborah Frank and Barbara Dupont, Tom and Barbara 

Morris.  

 

Tentative date for the next field trip is March 7th. We will be going to Booker Fowler Fish Hatchery to participate in 
the spawning of the paddlefish.  For more information contact Barbara Morris: tblsjm5@yahoo.com 
 
 

Amazon Smile Donation to Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists 
 

Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists now have an Amazon Smile account.  Robby Maxwell, SLAMN 

Treasurer, set up the account.  When you make purchases through Amazon Smile, 0.5% of the purchases 

will go to Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists.  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

will give us a small stream of donations.  If you do any shopping on Amazon, please use the link 

below.  Also, share it with friends and family.  Every bit helps! 

 

AMAZON SMILE 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-5541690 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local News:                                                                                                                         Back 

mailto:tblsjm5@yahoo.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-5541690
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Local News:                                                                                                                         Back 

Welcome New Southwest Louisiana Master 
Naturalists Candidates!  
 
SLAMN candidates attend the introduction workshop at 
Tuten Park on January 20th, 2018.   
 
The next workshop will be February 3rd at Tuten Park.  
The next workshop (February 3), will focus on Backyard 
Wildlife Management.   
 

{ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ aŀǎǘŜǊ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ 

project has 2,365 Observations 

Get involved, join the fun! 
 

Post your sighting on iNaturalist for 
the Southwest Louisiana Master 
Naturalists project.   
 
23 of us have posted 2,365 
observations on iNaturalist across the 
US. Here's our map. Quite impressive!  
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects
/southwest-louisiana-master-
naturalists 
 






































