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Greetings, Master Naturalists! Calendar Quick View

Several years ago whitn a safari in Botswana, | FEn SELAL (el Tty
(along with everyone in our group from Louisiana) h Eg; ;ZSLLAA&ANN;T;;??V\\'I\;(;LEZ?
an absolute blast. It was like a scene on the Discov | \1ar 3 Rockefeller bird trail
Channel. Elephants, hippos, crocodiles, antelope, ¢ Mar 17 SLAMN @ndidate Workshop
giraffes were everywhere. We even found a leopart Mar 24 SLAMN @ndidate Workshop
who wanted othing to do with the sudden attentionv | APr4: SLAMN Meeting
gave her. Wh a t mo s t o f Apr 6: LMNA Annual Rendezvous
Is the diversity and multitudes of birds and reptiles ir
Southern Africa! They are everywhere! While
everybody enjoyed the megafauna, | helped draw tt
attenton to some of the smaller animals and the bird
such as Pied Kingfishers, Brovwtooded Kingfisher,
Jamesonds Fir ef-hilladdHbrnbillsa n
(Zazu fromThe Lion King. Several people from that
trip were appreci atlitlev e
things that they would have missed otherwise.

Green Anole
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Southwest Louisiana Master Naturadi Nature Notes

The SWLA Master Naturalist Program focuses on so many aspects of the natural
world, both wellknown and littleknown taxa. Our publications and field trips have
wide focus so that everyone in our chapter (and outside naturalists) find somethir
interesing, and maybe be introduced to something new.

With that i n mind, t hi BatuyedateaboutGpeties wr

feel are a |ittle underappreciated.
write some articles foNature Notes bout an organism or
about . Letds |l earn from one another
Irvin Louque : & .4
-y "&‘."

'

Gulf Coast Toad




Southwest Louisiana Master Naturadi Vol 3lssuel Febru

Nature Notes

Upcoming Meeting Location and Date
Tuten Park, April 4" 2018at 5:30 P.M.
All members areinvited to attend.

President: Irvin Louque

Vice-President: Tommy Hillman

Treasurer: Robby Maxwell
Secretary: Barbara Morris

At-large Board Members:

Chuck Battaglia,

David Booth,

Theresa Cross,

Brian Sean Early,

Lori McGee

Check the SLAMN Website for
documents to record your
continuing education and
volunteer hours.
http://www.swlamasternaturalists
.org/nature-notes-docs.html

Send the completeébrms to:

Robby MaxwellISLAMN Treasurer
20333 Bourque Rd.
lowa, LA 70647

JanuaryMeeting Highlights

Amazon Smileccountwas set up for funding SLAMNhe link is on the SLAMN website. You are
encouraged to use this link when buying frétmazon. &% of the purchase price goes to the organization

Edith Hollandraised $51.84 with a birthday fundraiser. Thanks to Edith
Taxable Donation forms will be available for donations of materials or money to the club.

Committee Reports

Course Planning Committee: Irvin Louque, The dates and topics are planned and on the website.
have 13 people registered so far. Thetfilass is January 2@t Tuten Park. You are encouraged to
attend.

Promotions Committee: We will have a table promoting Master Naturalist aEdlten Park Arbor Day
on January 27. We will also have a table promoting iNaturalist App and theNGiture Challenge.

Volunteer Committee: Volunteers are needed on Januatfya2Tuten Park to man the SLAMN table
and the iNaturalist Table. Please contact Irvin, Tom, or David if you are able to help.
Saturday Jan 13 Irvin will be banding birds aag Houston Park
Saturday March'3, Volunteers are needed at the Rockefeller Refuge to build a birding tra
Emailwilliam.degravelles@tnc.oiifjyou are interested in helping.

Publications CommitteeArlene Cain thanked everyone for the articles and pictures. She said to be
and send her dates of upcoming events. The next newsletter will go out in February.

Rendezvous 2018he theme is LOUISIANA A NATURALIST PARADISE. It will be a celebration of all ar
Each chapter is asked to present information about the habitat/species unique to their area. Registratio
start soon. There are only 162 spots availableé @ach Chapter has been assigned a number of spots. Ler
Irvin know if you are planning to attend Rendezvous. Day trips are also allowed. Let Irvin know if you h
ideasfor a presentation from our group.

City Nature Challenge:The website is upral running for more information. Get the word out.
Southwest Louisiana Master Naturali§iacebook group page is now open to outsiders. Be sure to like thi:
page and share with friends.

Guest Speaker: Dan Guillory gave an interesting presentatiaut almrking at a National Park. He worked ¢
the Rocky Mountain NP in Colorado as a Visitor Ranger. He said the best way to get a paying job is to
throughUSAjobs.gowvebsite. Xanterrais the company that hires for the hotels and restaurant staff.

Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists Chapter meetings are held quarterly on the
first Wednesday of the month at Tuten Park at 5:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.
Chapter tentative meting dates for 2018: April 4, and October 3

Reminder: SLAMN yearly membership $15.00.
Mail your dues to:

Robby MaxwellSLAMNTreasurer
20333 Bourque Rd.
lowa, LA 70647



mailto:William.degravelles@tnc.org
http://www.swlamasternaturalists.org/nature-notes--docs.html
http://www.swlamasternaturalists.org/nature-notes--docs.html
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SLAMN Winter Field Trip January2)18¢ by Barbara Morris

6™, 2018,the sun was rising on a blue bird sky. Perfect for a fleld trip. We started
the day at Tuten Park where we weeded and prepared the Master Naturalist Boxes
for planting. Be on the lookout for planting dates.

As the sun warmed the morning we loadedamars and headed east. Our first stop
wasthe Lacassine Wildliferiveon the Lacassin®WR. This is a 3nile drive around
the Lacassine Pool. We were able to stay warm in the cars, getting down at
designated spots to view wildlifddeborahFrankled us to the cool birding stops
around the loopWe spotted alligators, nutria, geese, egrets, herdbis, warblers,
and more birds.Robby Maxwelled a discussion about salvia which was visible at
the launch. AtticusMaxwellz w2 0 0 lécatéd biddgayfs>that were left behind

by a raptor. Allin all, it was a very exciting drive.

American Otter
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But enough looking at birds, time for lunch! We continued east
to Lake Arthur where on the banks of thedutiful Lake Arthur is

the Regatta Restaurant. They have a patio overlooking the water
with a lovely view of the winter shoreline. We enjoyed good
company and good food.

Hope you can make it next time!

' Those in attendancelrvin Louque, Brittanyanuel and cousin
Tara, Robby and Dani Maxwell, Atticus Maxwell, Linda and Bil
Kalb, Deborahrank andBarbaraDupont, Tom and Barbara
Morris.

Tentative date for the next field trip is March? We will be going to Booker Fowler Fish Hatchery to participate in
the spawning of the paddlefishFor more information contact Barbara Morrigblsim5@yahoo.com

Amazon Smile Donation to Southwesblisiana Master Naturalists

Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalisisw have @a Amazon Smile accounRobby Maxwel] SLAMN

Treasurer, set up the account. When you make purchases through Amazon Smile, 0.5% of the purchases
will go to Southwest LouisiarMaster NaturalistsL i R2 S&ay Qi O2ad yeée SEGNI
will give us a small stream of donatiori§you do any shopping on Amazon, please use the link

below. Also, share it with friends and famil§every bit helps!

AMAZON SMILE
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-5541690

\AlAln Ly
Welcome T\J

amazon smile

You shop. Amazon gives.

« Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to Southwest Louisiana Master Naturalists whenever
you shop on AmazonSmile.

You can select a different charitable organization after signing in.

« AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same
prices, same service.

« Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping at
smile.amazon.com



mailto:tblsjm5@yahoo.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-5541690
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Welcome New Southwest Louisiana Master
Naturalists Candidates!

SLAMN andidates attend the introduction workshop ¢ * =
Tuten Park odanuary 20, 2018. '

Thenext workshop will be February'3at Tuten Park.
Thenext workshop (February 3), will focus on Backye
Wildlife Management

{2dz0KgSald [2dAaArl yl
project has 2,365 Observations

Get involved join the fun!

Post your sighting on iNaturalist for
the Southwest Louisiana Master
Naturalists project.

23 of us have posted 2,365
observations on iNaturalist across the
US. Here's our map. Quite impressive

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects
/southwest-louisianamaster-
naturalists


























































